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[Last Sunday [ went on my first ski outing
of the season up Killyon Fork
Emigration Canyon, the fork in which | had
hiked but not skied before. One to two
feet of fresh powdery snow on the ground,
the wind—chill below 10%*, cold enough to
have my bottles of cider frozen solid, show
flurries from dark, galloping clouds...in
short, the condition was ideal, though the
trail had some knarly spots. One of them
was a stream crossing. There, on my way
back, my skis slipped off the two icy,
snow—covered logs across the stream, and
[ fell. Those logs were as thin as my
calves, inches apart, about 10" long. So,
picture me with my ski tips in the stream,
ski tails caught on the edge of one log, my
bottom barely on the log's edge. | could
have held on to the logs, got my ski tails
off them, stepped into the stream and
walked out, as the top of the logs was no
more than one foot and a half above the
waters, and the waters themselves looked
shallow. Thus with my feet wet and half
frost—bitten, | could have skied down to
the trailhead a mile away. [ pictured this
scenario before my mind’s eye and rejected
that option instantly. Then | proceeded to
lay back to counterbalance myv legs and
skis lest | should slip off, planted the poles
in the stream, one upstream, the other
down, to get enough leverage to turn so
that my bottom and pack were now
squarely on the logs. So far so good, | was

no longer in danger of having my bottom

sliding into the icy stream. But supine on

off

the logs, | was in no position to wiggle
toward inch by inch to the yvonder, bushy,
snowy shore. [ still had to pick myself up
like an anthropus erectus** that | happen
to be, for which | needed leverage and
good footing. Alas, | could get neither!
Seeing that | was now safe and secure, vou
could have taken a picture of me
floundering to get up, like a tortoise
turned upside down, struggling in vain to
right itself. It would have been as hilarious
a shot as any in America’s Funniest Home
Videos. Then and only then, for rescue,
you could have reached out for me with
yvour ski pole. But there was no one about,
and there is no picture to show the figure |
was cutting then and there at the
stream—crossing in Killyon Fork. Anyway,
from that most awkward of positions how |
managed to right myself up, [ cannot tell.
Perhaps | was In panic, perhaps | was lost
In my desperate struggle. All I can tell is
that moments later | found myself up, with
the sensation of utmost muscular exertion
lingering all over. Phew! A few gingerly
sidesteps, skis perpendicular to the logs,
and | was on the snow over terra firma! A
while later, | was back at the trailhead,
congratulating myself on my good luck, on
having no part of my dear body frost—
bitten. All in all, it was an exhilarating first
ski outing of the season, despite the

incident at the stream—crossing.
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